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This paper uses the concept of migration infrastructure to analyze how the Chinese
government has systematically built up four dimensions of infrastructure, such as
regulatory, social, technical, and commercial to attract Taiwanese youth to China in
order to make them submit into Chinese nationalistic discourse. Data come from
documentary analyses of news reports, event contents, and various levels of
governmental policies, and from in-depth interviews with Taiwanese youth who have
gone to China for short terms of academic exchanges or internships or longer terms of
studying, employment, or entrepreneurship, and with Taiwanese who have promoted
or assisted the movements of Taiwanese youth to China. This paper finds that Chinese
governments have established expansive and complicated institutions and
organizations to mobilize Taiwanese youth to China in order to shape their perception
of China and their national identity. There are reinforcements and contradictions among
those four dimensions of infrastructure about Chinese governments' political works on
Taiwanese youth. Institutional involutions are found in the process in which various
actors and institutions have their own working logics, and the interests of both
Taiwanese youth and the Chinese government are comprised. Against the conventional
belief that middle class or professionals are rather free from mediation during the
migration. This paper finds that educated Taiwanese youth are highly mediated and
shaped by Chinese governmental policies and nationalistic discourse on their migratory
decisions and experiences. This paper also shows that Chinese government's united
front works are key bases for its acts of shape power and that exercises of sharp power
are situated within social contexts.

Keywords: Taiwan and China relations, Taiwanese youth, Chinese nationalism,
migration infrastructure, and Sharp power
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